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Grace Study

GRACE

There are over 100 specific references to the “grace” of God in the New Testament.  In addition, the concept is alluded to several other times.  It is a major theme in the Bible.  Short definition: Grace is the gift of Christ from God: getting what we need and not what we deserve. God’s riches at Christ’s expense.

I. need for grace   Romans 3:9-12 “What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. As it is written: ‘There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.’" Romans 3: 21-26 “But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile,  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.”
A. Everyone is a sinner. (vs 9-12 and 23)

B. Righteousness comes from God, through faith in Jesus’ blood, not by works.

C. Justified freely by God’s grace.

D. Illustration: Swimming to Hawaii. (cannot make it alone, even the best swimmer)

II. Saved by grace   Romans 5:1-11 “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! For if, while we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”
A. The only way to make peace with God is through faith.

B. While we were still sinners (powerless and enemies), Christ died for us.

C. Reconciliation to God, our Maker, comes only through Christ.

III. the gift of grace   Ephesians 2:1-10 “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
A. Our sinful nature makes us objects of God’s righteous wrath.

B. God’s great love for us made us alive with Christ.

C. By grace we are saved: totally undeserved and unmerited, a gift from God.

D. We work for God because of gratitude and not to earn salvation.

IV. motivated by grace   Titus 2:11-14 “For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.” 
A. The grace of God brings salvation and is available to all men.

B. Grace teaches us to say “no” to sin. (share a personal illustration)

C. Grace is the key to leading a self-controlled, upright and godly life.

D. Grace makes us eager to do what is good.

V. EXAMPLE OF GRACE   Luke 15:11-32 “Jesus continued: There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.' So he got up and went to his father."But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 'Your brother has come,' he replied, 'and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.' The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him! 'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' "    

A. The parable of the lost son shows us the heart of God.

B. No matter how much we have blown it, God will have us back.

C. Our response should be one of total repentance, just like the younger son.

D. The older son was critical because he did not understand the heart of God.

VI. ongoing grace   1 John 1:5-7 “This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.”
A. Grace is not “cheap” or a license to sin, but we are obligated to walk in the light.

B. When we walk in the light, the blood of Jesus continually cleanses us from sin. (chalkboard illustration: Satan is trying to pin the guilt of sin on us, but the chalkboard stays erased)

C. If we claim to know God, and yet deliberately walk in sin, we are liars.

D. God’s love is made complete in us when we walk in the light.

VII. CONCLUSION:     Grace is the great gift of God because:

· We need grace.
· We are saved by grace.
· Grace is a gift named Christ.
· Grace saves us from sin and the consequences. 
· Grace motivates us to stop sinning. 
· Grace is a God who runs to us. 

· Grace is ongoing since we are not perfect. 
VIII. HOMEWORK: Encourage your friend to read the Parable of the Prodigal Son and write a paragraph on the meaning of grace and who has shown you grace in your life.


