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Discipleship Study

DISCIPLESHIP

I. DEFINITION OF DISCIPLESHIP:    Mark 1:16-18 “As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. ‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said,’"and I will send you out to fish for people.’ At once they left their nets and followed him.”
A. Jesus calls the first disciples

B. Definition of a disciple - follower, student, learner

C. Jesus calls the disciples to:

1. Follow Christ (Lifestyle)

2. Fishers of men (Purpose)

II. CHALLENGE OF DISCIPLESHIP:    Luke 9:23-26 “Then he said to them all: ‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self ? Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.’”
A. Jesus called his followers to:

1. Deny self

2. Carry the cross

3. Follow Jesus
B. We must surrender our life to Jesus to follow Christ, Reference: Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'”
III. COST OF DISCIPLESHIP:     Luke 14:25-33 “Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: ‘If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. ‘Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won't you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, saying, This person began to build and wasn't able to finish.' ‘Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won't he first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples.”
A. To follow Jesus we must count the cost. Vs. 28-30

B. We should consider the alternatives and pay the price (surrender to God). Vs. 31-32

C. The cost of discipleship:

1. Unrivaled love for Jesus - Vs. 26 (You can not love anyone or anything more than Jesus otherwise it is adultery.)

2. Unceasing Imitation of Jesus - Vs. 27 (Carry your cross, death to sin and self, and follow Jesus to be a disciple)

3. Unqualified surrender to Jesus - Vs. 33 (Total renunciation of your life)

IV. EXAMPLE OF DISCIPLESHIP:    Luke 18:18-30 A certain ruler asked him, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered."No one is good—except God alone. You know the commandments: 'You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.' "All these I have kept since I was a boy," he said. When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. Jesus looked at him and said, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." Those who heard this asked, "Who then can be saved?" Jesus replied, "What is impossible with man is possible with God." Peter said to him, "We have left all we had to follow you!" "Truly I tell you," Jesus said to them, "no one who has left home or wife or brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 30 will fail to receive many times as much in this age, and in the age to come eternal life."
A. The rich young ruler was not willing to pay the price to be a disciple vs.18-27

B. Peter and the apostles were examples of Christ's disciples vs. 28

C. Jesus promises the blessings of discipleship vs. 29-30:

1. Abundant life in the age.

2. Eternal life in the next age.

V. STANDARD OF DISCIPLESHIP:     John 8:31-32 “To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’”
A. True disciples hold to Christ's teachings.

B. True disciples are freed from sin.

VI. RELATIONSHIPS OF DISCIPLESHIP:     John 13:34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
A. True disciple's love one another.

B. Discipling relationships are a sign to the world.

VII. FRUIT OF DISCIPLESHIP:     John 15:5-8 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”
A. True disciples remain in Christ.

B. True disciples bear fruit through remaining in the vine (Christ)

VIII. COMMISSION OF DISCIPLESHIP:     Matthew 28:18-20 "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
A. Jesus wants everyone to be a disciple.

B. Becoming a disciple is through baptism and obedience.

CONCLUSION:     Do you want to be a disciple of Jesus?  What do you need to change to become a disciple?
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