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 Sin & Repentance Study

SIN AND REPENTANCE
INTRODUCTION:
1 Peter 2: 9 – 10 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”
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I. SEPARATION BECAUSE OF SIN:    Isaiah 59:1-2 “Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.”
A. Sin separates us from God

B. In order to have a relationship with God sin must be forgiven

C. The point in time sin is forgiven is the point in time a person is saved.

II. EVERYONE HAS SINNED:    Romans 3:23-25 “There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished.”
A. Who has sinned?    Everyone!

B. Faith in the blood of Jesus saves you (v. 25)

III. THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN:     

A. Wages of sin is death     Romans 6:19-23 “I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of ? Those things result in death! But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
B. Sin enslaves a person     John 8: 34 “Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.”
IV. DEFINITION OF SIN:
A. Sin is doing what is wrong.     1 John 3:4 “Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.”  

B. Sin is not doing what is right.     James 4:17 “If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn't do it, it is sin for them.”     

C. There is no gray area it is either right or wrong.    Romans 14:23 “But whoever has doubts is condemned if they eat, because their eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin.”
V. SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF SIN:    Galatians    5:19-21 “The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.”  (See addendum)

VI. REPENTANCE FROM SIN:     Acts 2:36-42 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah. When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’ Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.’ With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”
A. We must confess our sins

1. Confess your sins to God.    1 John 1:8-10 “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.”
2. Confess your sins to one another to be healed.    James 5:16 “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.”
B. We must repent of our sins     2 Corinthians 7:8-11 “Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it—I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while— yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter.”     

1. To repent is to turn away from sin. Literally means “to turn around.”

2. Worldly sorrow is about getting caught.

a. Sorry because of the consequences.

b. Sorry because you have to change.

3. Godly sorrow is desiring change

a. Earnestness - devoted effort to turn from sin.

b. Eagerness - you're urgent to overcome your sin.

c. Indignation - you're angry at Satan and your sin.

d. Alarm - you're fearful of God's judgment.

e. Longing - You have a desire to be freed from sin.

f. Concern - you're sober about the seriousness of sin.

g. Readiness to see Justice Done - you're willing to accept the consequences of your sin.

4. There will be evidence of change (Reference: Acts 26:20 “First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then to the Gentiles, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and demonstrate their repentance by their deeds.”) 

CONCLUSION:   Encourage your friend to review this study to confess and repent of their sins

    



   SINS OF GALATIANS 5:19-21
SEXUAL IMMORALITY:  Fornication, any sexual union outside of marriage.  Denotes ungodly 

            sexual acts and relationships; prostitution, rape, homosexuality, petting, adultery, child abuse and 


bestiality.

IMPURITY:  Any sinful thinking.  Anything vulgar, wrong thoughts, lust, masturbation, wrong

            motives, pornography, fantasy.

DEBAUCHERY:  Any misuse of the body.  Usually referring to sexual excesses but in general,


refers to a readiness to indulge in any pleasure  (indecency, lewd dancing, and anorexia and 


bulimia).  There is no respect for anyone else.  In this state, man is at the mercy of his


passions, impulses, emotions, etc.  He is completely undisciplined (e.g. gives in to 


gluttony, laziness, smoking, cravings, masturbation and unlimited pleasure.)

IDOLATRY:  Worshipping anything other than God.  Giving or devoting one’s time, substance,


talents, self to anything that keeps one from obeying and following God in every way.


(e.g. status symbols, investments, engrossing sports or hobbies, selfish ambitions, relationships,


property, possessions, pleasure and wants, school, work, pride).  Praying to anyone other than


God, Jesus or the Holy Spirit.

WITCHCRAFT:  Seeking or being involved in any spiritual realm other than God’s.  Includes


astrology (e.g. the stars control; consequently, God does not rule), horoscopes, Satan worship,


the occult, magic spells, good luck charms or pictures, praying to saints, drug use, tarot cards,


palm reading, channeling (the New Age movement), Ouiji board, etc.

HATRED:  Wishing ill or harm on anyone.  Looking down on anyone, bitter feelings, resentments,


wanting revenge.  Murder and abortion.

DISCORD:  Anything which breaks up relationships.  Stirring up trouble, an inability to get along with


people, arguing, slander, gossip, malicious talk and criticalness.

JEALOUSY:  Possessiveness, not sharing

FITS OF RAGE:  Uncontrolled anger, losing temper, temper tantrums, quick temper, angry shouting,


cussing and profanity, fighting.

SELFISH AMBITION:  Living to please self.  Wanting one’s own way, getting what one wants at any


cost, desiring to be first at any cost, overly competitive spirit.  Not willing to do menial or


demeaning tasks, refusing to admit being wrong, arrogance, doing things for honor or glory,


wanting to look good for others, refusing to compromise, pride, selfishness and independence.

DISSENSION:  Rebelling against authority.  Not submitting.  Habitually disagreeing, arguing, causing


divisions, starting arguments, stirring up trouble.

FACTIONS:  Feeling superior to others.  Cliques, refusing to associate with anyone because they are


different or for any other reason.  Wanting to be with “own” kind, prejudice, bigotry and racism.

ENVY:  Desiring something another person has while wishing that they did not have it at all.


(e.g. wealth, status, ability, physical features, spirituality, relationships).

DRUNKENNESS:  Anything which causes one to loss control.  Intoxication, alcohol, drug abuse.

ORGIES:  Living without restraint.  Includes “partying”, sexual parties, unrestrained sex, vandalism,


carousing.

AND THE LIKE:  Lying, stealing, cheating deceit, etc.

Other scriptures:  Luke 13:1-5, Mark 9:42-48, Romans 1:18-32, I Corinthians 5: 9-11; 6:9-11, 


Ephesians 4:25-5:7, Colossians 3:5-10, II Timothy 3:1-5 Revelation 21:8 and 22:15.


